May 18, 2000

(4) The agricultural producer programs
component of the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration administered by the Farm Service
Agency and the Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service.

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—In carrying out sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall—

(1) provide a method by which agricultural
producers may—

(A) download from the Internet the forms
of the agencies specified in subsection (b);
and

(B) submit completed forms via electronic
facsimile, mail, or similar means;

(2) redesign the forms by incorporating
into the forms user-friendly formats and self-
help guidance materials; and

(3) ensure that the agencies specified in
subsection (b)—

(A) use computer hardware and software
that is compatible among the agencies and
will operate in a common computing envi-
ronment; and

(B) develop common Internet user-inter-
face locations and applications to consoli-
date the agencies’ news, information, and
program materials.

(d) PROGRESS REPORTS.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a re-
port that describes the progress made toward
implementing the Internet-based system re-
quired under this section.

SEC. 3. ACCESSING INFORMATION AND FILING
OVER THE INTERNET.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, in
accordance with subsection (b), the Sec-
retary shall expand implementation of the
Internet-based system established under sec-
tion 2 by enabling agricultural producers to
access and file all forms and, at the option of
the Secretary, selected records and informa-
tion of the agencies of the Department speci-
fied in section 2(b).

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—In carrying out sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall ensure that
an agricultural producer is able—

(1) to file electronically or in paper form,
at the option of the agricultural producer,
all forms required by agencies of the Depart-
ment specified in section 2(b);

(2) to file electronically or in paper form,
at the option of the agricultural producer,
all documentation required by agencies of
the Department specified in section 2(b) and
determined appropriate by the Secretary;
and

(3) to access information of the Depart-
ment concerning farm programs, quarterly
trade, economic, and production reports, and
other similar production agriculture infor-
mation that is readily available to the public
in paper form.

SEC. 4. AVAILABILITY OF AGENCY INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY FUNDS.

(a) RESERVATION OF FUNDS.—From funds
made available for agencies of the Depart-
ment specified in section 2(b) for information
technology or information resource manage-
ment, the Secretary shall reserve from those
agencies’ applicable accounts a total amount
equal to not more than the following:

(1) For fiscal year 2001, $3,000,000.

(2) For each subsequent fiscal
$2,000,000.

(b) TIME FOR RESERVATION.—The Secretary
shall notify Congress of the amount to be re-
served under subsection (a) for a fiscal year
not later than December 1 of that fiscal year.

(c) USE OF FUNDS.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Funds reserved under
subsection (a) shall be used to establish the
Internet-based system required under section
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2 and to expand the system as required by
section 3.

(2) MAINTENANCE.—Once the system is es-
tablished and operational, reserved amounts
shall be used for maintenance and improve-
ment of the system.

(d) RETURN OF FUNDS.—Funds reserved
under subsection (a) and unobligated at the
end of the fiscal year shall be returned to the
agency from which the funds were reserved,
to remain available until expended.

SEC. 5. FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE CORPORA-
TION AND RISK MANAGEMENT
AGENCY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than December
1, 2000, the Federal Crop Insurance Corpora-
tion and the Risk Management Agency shall
submit to the Committee on Agriculture of
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry of the Senate a plan, that is consistent
with this Act, to allow agricultural pro-
ducers to—

(1) obtain, over the Internet, from ap-
proved insurance providers all forms and
other information concerning the program
under the jurisdiction of the Corporation and
Agency in which the agricultural producer is
a participant; and

(2) file electronically all paperwork re-
quired for participation in the program.

(b) ADMINISTRATION.—The plan shall—

(1) conform to sections 2(c) and 3(b); and

(2) prescribe—

(A) the location and type of data to be
made available to agricultural producers;

(B) the location where agricultural pro-
ducers can electronically file their paper-
work; and

(C) the responsibilities of the applicable
parties, including agricultural producers, the
Risk Management Agency, the Federal Crop
Insurance Corporation, approved insurance
providers, crop insurance agents, and bro-
kers.

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than De-
cember 1, 2001, the Federal Crop Insurance
Corporation and the Risk Management Agen-
cy shall complete implementation of the
plan submitted under subsection (a).

SEC. 6. CONFIDENTIALITY.

In carrying out this Act, the Secretary—

(1) may not make available any informa-
tion over the Internet that would otherwise
not be available for release under section 552
or 552a of title 5, United States Code; and

(2) shall ensure, to the maximum extent
practicable, that the confidentiality of per-
sons is maintained.

———

NOTICE OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, I
would like to announce that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs will meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, May 24, 2000, at 9:30 a.m. to
conduct a hearing on S. 611, the Indian
Federal Recognition Administrative
Procedures Act of 1999. The hearing
will be held in room 485, Russell Senate
Building.

Note: This hearing was originally
scheduled for 9:30 a.m., May 17.

Those wishing additional information
may contact committee staff at 202/224—
2251.

———

THE CONFIRMATION OF JUDGES

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I know
the distinguished leader has been work-
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ing on trying to find a way to confirm
some more judges. I hope we do.

I remind the Senate, and the Amer-
ican public, that there is a mistaken
belief that in a Presidential election
year we stop confirming judges. That is
not so.

As one who has been here for 25
years, I note that there is an informal
procedure called the Thurmond rule,
named after our beloved President pro
tempore, the Senator from South Caro-
lina, STROM THURMOND. This rule basi-
cally says that as we get close to the
Presidential election time—July, Au-
gust, and into the fall—we slow down
and nearly stop the confirmation of
judges to lifetime appointments to see
how the Presidential election comes
out, because the next President will be
able to nominate judges.

But having said that, I point out
what happened in the last year of
President Bush’s term. Democrats con-
trolled the Senate, and we confirmed 66
judges—66 judges nominated by Presi-
dent Bush—more than have been con-
firmed in any year of President Clin-
ton’s term in which there has been a
Republican majority, even when he was
not facing reelection. In 1996 they con-
firmed only 17 judges all year.

With a Democratic Senate in the last
yvear of President Reagan’s term, we
did not have this kind of a slowdown
and stoppage. Democrats confirmed
more than 40 judges.

I hope we will look, first and fore-
most, not at some kind of partisan
game but at what is best for the judici-
ary.

We are seen throughout the world as
having the most independent federal
judiciary anywhere. Look at what hap-
pens in other parts of the world where
the President or Prime Minister or
leader of a country can tell the judici-
ary exactly what to do, and they do it.
Look at what happened in Peru. Presi-
dent Fujimori got the Supreme Court
to allow him to run unconstitutionally
for a third term.

Look at a number of other countries
around the world where dictators, and
those who seize power, get the courts
to bend to their will. That is not done
here in the United States. Our Federal
judiciary truly is independent. We
should protect their independence by
not making judges a partisan pawn in a
political program. We should make
sure they remain independent.

Democrats have given an enormous
amount of flexibility to Republican
Presidents. I hope—it may be a vain
hope—that a Democratic President
would get at least a goodly percentage
of that same kind of flexibility from a
Republican-controlled Senate. If we
were to confirm all 16 of the judges on
the Senate Executive Calendar today,
we still would only have confirmed 23
judges so far this year. That is about
half the total from 1988 and only one-
third of the 66 judges confirmed in 1992.
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